
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 2 (8/22/21) 

 When Jesus was going to Jerusalem and was met by the ten lepers he demonstrated both 

the desire for God to make people clean, and also an impartiality in showing love to others that is 

an example for us.  Here Our Lord is met by individuals in a town in the region near Samaria.  

Aside from their leprocy, their location would leave them regarded by many Jews as outsiders.  

But he does not look at the location of these individuals any more than he looked at the location 

of the Samaritan woman he met at the well.  They were outside of the land of Judah and the 

Temple where the presence of God dwelt and may not have been welcomed by the inhabitants of 

that special place because of their origin.  Furthermore, as lepers they rightly kept their distance 

from other people, and also from the presence of God because of their ritual unclendliness.  

 In the Gospel we see Jesus respond immediately to these men when they call out to Him.  

They ask that he have mercy on them and He does.  Without a moment of discussion, without 

anything more than their sincere desire to be made whole - he cures them.  He sends them to the 

temple and to the priests there.  The healing would not be official, and they would not be 

permitted into the temple to participate in a sacrifice, until they had this intervention of the 

priests.  Jesus chooses to use the established system set up by Divine Law, He ministers healing 

in cooperation with those who have been placed in roles of sanctification.  Once the ten are 

healed and certified, then they may enter the present of God and participate in sacrifice. 

 It is the same way in our time.  When anyone approaches the Lord in Confession they ask 

the Lord for mercy in their act of contrition.  The priest proclaims the absolution which is at once 

the sacramental vehicle of Jesus’ healing power, and also the official certification from the 

Church of the cleanliness.  The individual in mortal sin is now readmitted to full participation in 

the sacrifice - now able to partake of that sacrifice in Holy Communion.  This passage should 

encourage all of us to approach Jesus as eagerly as these ten men did for forgiveness in the 

Sacrament.  But this passage tells us more than what Our Lord does in the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation.  The way Jesus acts in this scene is also a model for us in how to deal with others 

who we view as “unclean.”   

 There are a number of individuals who we may label as outsiders.  This may be because 

of their national origin, because of their ideology, because of their appearance.  As did the people 



of Jesus’ time viewing these lepers, we can see them as a threat, as someone who makes me 

uneasy.  The ill, the criminal, the homeless, the needy - all of these present to us a challenge.  

However, Our Lord speaks about clothing the naked, feeding the hungry, visiting the sick and 

imprisoned.  In our world we are told that such as these do not merit our attention if it 

inconveniences us or makes us uneasy - we must look out for our selves and protect our fragile 

egos and not be made to feel uncomfortable.  We may believe that they are the way they are 

because of bad decisions they made and that they need to learn their lesson.  While it may be true 

that they have made bad decisions, while it may be true that they have not learned their lesson, 

the real reason that we may tend to shun them are our own worries to protect ourselves - in short, 

an inability to love the other over self. 

 Jesus in his teaching, and here in practical example, does not hesitate to engage those 

who are outcast.  He does not hold back His love, he does not restrain mercy.  We should be 

thankful for the gift of mercy that we receive in Confession and in the Eucharist.  We should be 

thankful that, although in the grand scheme of things, we do not merit this consideration from the 

All-Holy, All-Perfect, All-Knowing, All-Powerful God - yet He extends it to us anyway.  In the 

same way we should not be so quick to hesitate when we have the opportunity to imitate that 

Love, when we can in a small measure try to be perfect as our Heavenly Father is Perfect.  The 

gap between us and others who are considered undesirable is much smaller than the gap between 

any of us and God.  If God can reach across that immense gap, then we reach across the much 

smaller gap that separates us from our brothers and sisters. 

 Let us both be like the leper who did not forget to thank Jesus for the gift he had received, 

and also like Jesus who gave to the other nine although He knew they would not thank Him.  The 

great forgiveness we receive from God is a thing we should give thanks for, the inability or 

unwillingness for someone to thank us cannot be a reason to fail to show charity.  We do things 

for those we would otherwise consider undesirable not because of what they will give us, but 

rather, because of what God has given us. 


